May 1982
Next Meeting.
We are entering the Wrld of Commrerci al Broadcasting this nmonth, when the
Seni or Engi neer of Essex Radio Don Scott visits us to give a talk. It should
be quite interesting to hear what goes on behind the scenes of our | ocal

radio station. So, for this |l ecture cone to the Marconi Col | ege, Arbour Lane,
at 7.30pm on Tuesday May 4th.

. .
Wednesday May 12th, Sportsmans Arns, Hatfield Peverel, 7.29pm

Next NMonths Meeting.

June is traditionally the Constructor's Conpetition and this year is no
exception. So, get those winter projects tuned up and ready! There are at

| east two entries already. G3KRZ found "that bit I've been after for a |l ong

tinme" at Al exandra Pal ace recently). Prizes are increased this year to £7
First, £5 Second and £2 Third.

DE News
The second Chel msford DF event starts from Tiptree Heath NGR 884148 at 7.30pm
on 2 1st My. Col chester events starting from Fordham Heat h NGR 945264 at
7.30pm are on 30th April and 4th June. Two National qualifying events are
arranged in May:-M d- Thanes on the (9th and Rugby on the 23rd.

Report on last Minths  Meeting.

Last nmonth Parry Morris and a col | egue fromthe ° Marconi Col | ege gave a very
conpressed version of a seven week course, run by the coll ege about printed
circuit boards. They started at the begi nning by describing the different

types of board avail able and their manufacture. They passed around sanpl es

of board at the various manufacturing stages, then they described the
different types of track, ranging fromthe sinple single sided track to the
conpl ex mul tilayer board with plated through hol es. They described. the design
of tracks and gave a short talk about the various nethods of transferring
artwork to the copper | am nate.

A brief di scussion then foll owed concerning the correct sol deri ng procedures
and stressing the i nportance of cleanliness whilst soldering. A few slides
wer e shown i ndi cating what happens when track and conponant |eads are dirty
before sol dering. Towards the end of the evening Barry started to show us

the many ways of repairing P.C B's, but time was unfortunately getting very
late and at a quarter to eleven we had to call a halt to a fascinating

| ecture.

Barry and Doug. nust be thanked for their excellant | ecture and for giving

up their spare time. | am sure that another evening could be spent continuing
with the repair of boards, so we hope to see them back again later in the
year for part two of this seven week course.

Alexandra Palace.

At 8 o' clock on Saturday 17th April a party boarded the ninibus for the trip
to the exhibition. W arrived. just after 9 o'clock, shortly after the

exhi bition opened. It was held, this year, in the new Al exandra Pavillion -

a giant al uninium framed pol ythene tent. By getting there early we were able
to wander round easily and see a | ot of stands before it becane too crowded.
The exhibition was well laid out and very spacious. There were sonmething |ike
ei ghty exhibitors, ranging fromthe 'surplus' and 'bits' stands to the big
commercial stands selling |Iots of expensive gear. Facilities at the pavillion
were far superior to the old exhibition hall, with two buffets, tw bars and

plenty of seats around the edge of the room Some of us took packed | unches
and others relied on the excellant catering facilities - the coffee is to be
reconended.



At 4 o'clock spent out and being heavily |laden with goodi es, we nade our way
back to the minibus for the return journey. Itens purchased included books,
a mulimeter, aerials, a vice and a nobile speaker. 'W all agreed that it was
a very good exhibition and at £3.50 per head bus fare, a worthwhile outing.

ZLOAAE

As many of you no doubt know, after regularly contacting Colin ZL1AUM for ten
years, our president, Roy has taken a holiday in New Zealand to visit Colin

and his fanmly and also to tour the country.

Bef ore he went, Roy arranged a sked with several club nenbers for 9.00 GMI' gn
Good Friday on 21.150 MHz. Wiiting for a signal fromthe other side of the world
were: - GACUT, GBCGNQ (ABYR and G3EDM with AKQE and GBWX¥ at QTH de G3EDM to
ensure good reception! Geoff was net controller and at 9.00 he established
contact with ZL1AUM The signals were very good at S7 and after a couple of
mnutes Roy alias ZLOAAF  canme on the air fromColin's station. It was marvel ous
to speak to Roy in New Zeal and and he gave each station a report. GALDS and
GADAN al so called in together with lots of other stations wanting a 'ZLO', but
Roy primarily wanted to work club nenbers and get a nmessage to his father,

al t hough he did contact a couple of SMs and the odd European station.

Once the group was under way there was a short 'YL net' when Daphne G8WYZ
operated Geoff's transnmitter and spoke to Ela, who was able to get a call jn
New Zeal and before she could get one in this country, although she had to yse
Roy's call on the HF bands under his supervision.

At about 9.45 the signals were still holding up, so the group went round once
again, with Geoff in control. Jereny G3140' cane on at about 10.00 GMI and
wanted to do sone tests to New Zeal and. He sent a colour picture to Roy who
recorded it then it was played back over the air and Jereny was delighted with
the result. | think perhaps we witnessed the first ever col our picture to be
sent direct to New Zeal and and back. Just for good neasure the procedure was
repeated and this tine an even better picture was received by Jereny.

The QSO continued until about 10.45 GMI with signals still holding around S5-S6.
It was a renarkabl e contact and enjoyed by everyone. Roy and El a wer e del i ghted
at the response of club nmenbers and signed off to go to bed ready to get up
early the next norning to catch a plane to take them 600 niles south to

Chri st church.

If anyone would like to hear the contact, | have the first hour on a standard
cassette tape.

Raffle

Prizes for this nonths raffle include sone |Cs, a RSGB car sticker, a 3 netre
measuri ng tape and sone witting paper and envel opes.

We hope to draw the Bunper Raffle this nonth the prize of which is a Radio
Communi cati ons Handbook Vol une 2.

Holiday Wtih a Dfference

I have received a letter from GBGR, a retired professional engineer, who hel ps

his famly run the Fairnount House Hot el in Torquay. He says he has set up a
station in the hotel (HF & VHF) and the equipnent is free to be used by any
guests. Encl osed with his letter is a |eaflet describing the hotel, so if

anyone is interested in a holiday 'on the air' in Torquay | have all the details.

Andr ew.
Wt ham 512316 (Day) 9 Abraham Dri ve,
Silver End 83094 (Any other tine) Si | ver End,

or GB3DA. W t ham



