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When tuning your receiver through the mddle sections of the HF or VHF Amat eur bands
you can hear nysterious bursts of sound which are neither Myrse or voice comunication.

The origin and use of these "packets" of
G&EDM in his talk on Tuesday 7th April.

information will be revealed by Geoff MIIs,

Ceof f is an experienced and very active operator, he has now conbi ned his home conputer
with his HF station to exchange error-free text nessages around the world with a high

degree of reliability.

We can |l ook forward to an interesting and informative evening.
The nmeeting will begin at 7.30pmin the Marconi Coll ege, Arbour Lane, Chel nsford.
Please note that the second annual JackPot Raffle will be drawn during the neeting.

DATES FOR YQUR DI ARY
7 Apr. CLUB MEETING - RTTY/ Amtor Systens - G3EDM
12 Apr.  CAMBRI DGE AR RALLY - Chesterton, Canbs.
12 Apr.  VHF( MARTLESHAM) ROUND TABLE - tickets, GBGAU.
25 Apr.  MARCONI DAY - Round the world on HF.
5 May CLUB MEETI NG - Test Equi pment - G3PMX
24 May  EAST SUFFOLK W RELESS REVI VAL - | pswich.
30/ 31 May RSGB NATI ONAL CONVENTI ON - Bi rmi ngham

CONSTRUCTORS'  COVPETI T1 ON

Tuesday 2nd June is now only nine weeks away, so
the level of workshop activity is now concentrating on
the finishing touches. How is your entry com ng al ong?

COVM TTEE NEETI NG

The April Committee neeting will be held in the
Tel ford Lodge at 7.30pm on Wednesday 15th April, you
are wel come to join us.
IHE A UB |1 BRARY SFRVI CE

Qur club librarian Brian, G3CVI has made a request
for a "strong and young" volunteer to take over the
responsibility for the adm nistration of the library
service. Bri an has found the suitcase that contains
t he books, rather heavy to convey to the neetings and
with other commitnments cannot al ways attend.

Wil e on the subject; as an affiliated Society of
the RSGB we now receive a free nonthly copy of Radio
Communication.  This journal will be included in the
club library service for nmenbers use.

MEMBERS NEWB

The Society extends a welcome to Pat O Riordan, a
SW. who joined at the |ast neeting; together with a
| ate renewal we now have 74 paid up menbers.

WHAT NEXT?
The success of the Equiprment Fund is evident by the
itens now avail abl e to nmenbers. In conmittee the

di scussi on has begun on what should be the next prior-
ity and the suggestion has been proposed that an R F.
Test Load capabl e of dissipating 100 watts in the
frequency range 0 to 1000MHz shoul d be consi dered.

This itemwoul d be conpatible with the present kit
as well as enabling nenbers to test and conpare their
own load facilities.

Can we have sonme nenbers reaction PLEASE.

LNTERNATI ONAI REPLY COUPONS
Do you use IRC s, if you do, did you know t hat

these have at long | ast been revised. The new | RC
states "This coupon is exchangeable in any country of
the Universal Postal Union for one or npbre postage
stanps representing the mni mum postage for a priority
itemor an unregistered letter sent by Air to a for-
eign country". The word worth noting is AIR this
makes direct QSL'ing nmuch cheaper, so providing you
have the new i ssue of IRC s, which have a pale yellow
design on the front, only ONE need be sent. It's not
all bad news these days!



LAST MONTHS NEFTI NG
MARINE FIFCTRONICS - Harry, GhHE

At last nonth's neeting, regular attenders crowding
in with guests and less regular attenders filled our
meeting roomto hear Eric Lawl ey G3ADX tal k about
marine electronics. Eric, still recovering from
falling off a |adder, sat at his Panasonic consol e and
gave us not so nuch a lecture, nore a performance, by
illustrating his talk with videos and stills acconpa-
nied by nmusic and chatter - including extracts from
Tony Hancock's fanmpus Radi o Amateur sketch and a shot
of Eric skiing to the 'Ski Sunday' thene.

Wth sailing, safety is first priority and el ec-
tronics can play a big part in keeping the grotty
yottie out of trouble, or in saving himif all else
fails. Radio conmunication with rescue services, port
authorities, friends on nearby yachts and with the
office is now comonpl ace. Ccean crossing yachts use
the HF amateur bands, but npbst yachts now have narine
VHF (156 to 162 MHz) with maxi mum power of 25 watts
usi ng type approved equi prent.

No technical examis required for a mari ne VHF
licence, but the yacht nmust have an equi pment |icence
whi ch allocates a call-sign (e.g. MCDI6) and the
operator mnust pass a sinple operating exam Non-
qualified crew may use marine VHF under the supervi-
sion of a licensed operator. Eric showed a video of a
typical distress call on channel 16 and how the coast-
guard would reply.

There is also an autonatic energency beacon call ed
EPI RB (Emergency Position Indicating Radi o Beacon)
whi ch uses 121.5 MHz, 243 MHZ and 406 MHz to alert
search aircraft and guide themto the casualty.

I nportant infornation can be heard on VHF, BBC and
local radio stations, such as weather reports, tide
ti mes and navi gati on hazards such as buoys unlit or
out of position.

Navi gation aids (where the ellarw?) include the
old RDF system around 300 KHz from nari ne beacons
giving their identity in Mrse, but this is rapidly
giving way to position finding systens such as Decca,
Loran and GP Satellites. Decca is the nost conmonly
used by yachtsnen as it conbines | ow cost with many
facilities, such as auto-locate, true speed over
ground, true course over ground (renenber that w nd
and tide can push a yacht off course), 99 waypoints or
nor e, ETA, of f-course alarm man overboard alarm
(which fixes the position you have to return to),
track error and an al arm cl ock.

At a cost you can have nmany instruments |inked
together to control a yacht automatically via an
el ectroni c autohels. The navi gator inputs the course
to be sailed and the el ectronics steers the boat,
meki ng all owances for wind and tide. CQbvi ously you
cannot sail directly into wind, but the conputer will
give the the opti numtacks (zig-zagging upw nd).

Eric showed a video of blind hel nenen taking part
in arace (with a sighted | ookout!) and the hel nsnen
are gui ded by sound signals which tell them which way
to push the tiller.

O her electronic aids include echosounder to give a
conti nuous depth readi ng under the keel or at 45 deg:
| ooki ng forward, so you can detect a rock before
hitting it. El ectroni c | ogs (speedoneter) are al npbst
uni versal and they have a paddl e wheel which enits
pul ses cl ocked up by a counter. Wnd speed and direc-
tion indicators are al so commbn on small yachts, but
for large yachts it is normal to have radar, weather-
fax and direct tel ephone dialling into the British
Tel ecom network via the yacht VHF.

But with all this electronics, the crew still has
to observe the maritime rules....... KEEP WATCH at al |
times, using the Mark | eyeball! Thanks, Eric, for a
spl endi d eveni ng!

RSCGB VHF CONVENTION, Fla - GSHKM

Roy and | had a nost enjoyable day at the Conven-
tion held on the 14th March at the custonmary venue,
Sandown Park, Esher. This provides a very nice setting
with good facilities and was well attended, you should
try it sonme tinme.

Pl enty of Trade stands in the main hall; upstairs
there were various RSGB stands for VHF Contests, etc,
plus ' The Renpte | maging Group', 'British Amateur TV
Club', "Wrked AIl Britain' to name but a few.

| attended the UK 6M G oup AGM and we both attended
the RSGB President's address and presentation of the
VHF Cont est Trophi es. It's nice to see the groups
that | work so often in the Contests.

Throughout the afternoon there was a good sel ection
of lectures, plus the bonus to sit down for a rest!

We arrived early in the norning, so had a good
parking spot very close to the main entrance, which
was just as well as by the time we left we had a new
G 400-RC rotator, a 6M Hal o and other bits and pieces.

DE NEWS - Dick, GIWHR
As prom sed, we reproduce the list of RS . GB.,
HF-DF. Contests for 1992.
Qual i fyi ng Rounds: -
12th April COVENTRY  Geor ge Whenham
10t h May BANBURY Graham Ni chol | s.
31st May TORBAY Paul d ark.
14t h June DARTFORD HEATH Al an Bur chnore.
5th July RIPON DI STRICT John Hal I .
26th July SLADE John Drakel ey.
16t h August SOUTH MANCHESTER Chris Pl ummer.
6t h Septenber M D THAMES Al | an Si nmons.
National Final Contest:-

27t h Sept enber SALI SBURY Bert Newman.

E666865%5
o No o hwDNE

IHE A UB 10 METRE NET
The 28.325MHz, SSB net, which is held at 8.30pm on
the Tuesday's between club neetings is still available

for menbers to exchange news and views.
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73 fromRoy & Ela Martyr, GPMX & GSHKM

Tel : (0245) 360545 1, Hi gh Houses,
Mashbury Road,
Great Waltham

Essex, CMB 1EL.

P.S. Please send nore input for our Newsletters!

NVENVBERS ADVERTI SENVMENTS

WANTED

On loan for reading, Short Wave Magazi nes from 1960
to early 1970's. Ri chard, GO CP. Tel: (0376)84478.

EOR SALE
TRI O TS520 Transceiver with VFO 520. £260
VELZ SP15M SWR & Power Meter. £25
SEM ' Z' MATCH Ant enna Tuner. £40

O her goodies - please enquire!
Ral ph, G3NAA. Tel: (0245)356276.

ECR FRFE

NI FE CELLS, 1.2V, 35Ah, (max 8A), there are 20 of
these available for collection with approx: 1 gall: of
top-up electrolyte. Al bert, GOAEH. Tel: (0277)821996.



