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Ofcom Consultation on a Planning Options for Digital Switchover

Consultation Questions and Answers

Question 1: 

Should all three public service multiplexes be required to achieve the same coverage at switchover throughout the United Kingdom? If so, should the coverage obligations being discussed for the commercial public service broadcasters be adopted by the BBC in its digital switchover planning?

Question 2. 

Ofcom seeks views on what level of coverage and capacity the commercial multiplexes could or should adopt at switchover and the effects this decision may have on the switchover process.

Question 3. 

Is it appropriate to amend the DRLs to clarify licensees’ obligations as regards DTT coverage?

Question 4. 

If so, is it appropriate for Ofcom to seek to increase clarity for DRL licensees about the digital coverage required by describing obligations in terms of key input parameters (ie sites, transmission mode and power), or the achievement of an explicit coverage output, or other criteria? How should these criteria be worded in the DRLs?

Question 5. 

Ofcom seeks detailed responses (with appropriate supporting information) from any broadcasters and channel operators which may be affected by such a reduction in the number of services carried on Digital 3&4 due to the adoption of Option 1. Ofcom would be particularly interested in the impact such a change may have on their

operating costs and revenues.

Question 6. 

Ofcom seeks views from respondents more generally about whether the capacity reductions implied by this option outweigh the other benefits. Again, Ofcom would welcome responses supported by detailed background information, including costs, to assist the regulator in assessing the benefits and disadvantages of this option.

Question 7. 

Ofcom seeks views from respondents about Option 2 in general and in particular their assessment of the scale of the proposed additional power and site adoption costs for Option 2 including whether this additional expenditure would generate net costs to the DTT broadcasters, the potential for increased risk to fulfilling the 2012 timetable and whether disadvantages related to this option are outweighed by the benefits that may arise due to the retention of public service multiplex capacity.

Question 8. 

Ofcom seeks respondents’ views in general on Option 3.

Question 9. 

Ofcom would also welcome comments (especially supported by background information) in particular on: (a) the proposal under this option to increase further the power levels of some transmitters (see paras. 5.7 and 6.16) in order to enable the DTT coverage to match that of analogue; (b) the potential risk to achieving DSO by 31 December 2012 that may be associated with the adoption of Option 3; and (c) whether adoption of this option may give any inappropriate advantage to the DTT platform.

Question 10. 

Ofcom seeks opinions on Option 4 generally, and in particular views on the impact that the loss of full coverage of the terrestrial services outlined in Option 4 would have on the households affected and what factors should be considered in their adoption of alternative platforms. It also seeks views from respondents about whether the coverage disadvantages discussed could be outweighed by the benefits that may arise due to the retention of the current level of public service multiplex capacity and lower costs for the broadcasters compared with the higher cost options.

Question 11. 

Ofcom seeks views on Option 5 in general, and in particular on the impact that the loss of full coverage of the terrestrial services outlined in Option 5 would have on the households affected and what factors should be considered in their adoption of alternative platforms. It also seeks views from respondents about whether the coverage disadvantages could be outweighed by the benefits that may arise due to the higher PSB capacity (compared with Option 1) and reduction in costs for the broadcasters (compared with Options 2, 3 and 4).

Question 12. 

Taking into account the coverage objectives, capacity considerations, relative power and infrastructure costs, the requirement to begin switchover as soon as is practicable and to complete the DSO process by 2012, the need for appropriate technological neutrality in achieving DSO, and all other relevant facts and circumstances, which DTT planning option should be adopted by the UK and Ofcom for switchover?

Question 13. 

It is proposed that the broadcasters should adopt the 8k variant at switchover to enable the adoption of single frequency networks at switchover. Should this be done on a nationwide or regionalised basis and over what timetable?

Question 14. 

How should the current coverage deficiencies be managed after digital switchover? Should the current system of self help licensing be continued or should these communities be encouraged to adopt alternative platforms such as digital satellite? Ofcom is keen to hear respondents’ views about the relative costs and benefits for each of

these approaches.

Appendix: Summary of coverage options
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