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Important Note – Licence Conditions Changes 
Following changes to the UK Licence Conditions for examinations after 1st October 2015 the 
following clauses will be tested on the basis of the amendments made by Ofcom.  These changes 
replace those printed in all previous editions of the book. 

 

Page 18:  Column 1, 2c.1 
Replace all the text under section 2c.1 in column 1 down to, but not including, the italic text 2(2) 
with the following:- 

2c.1 Recall the requirements for station identification. 

13(1)   The Licensee, or, if this Licence is a Full Licence, then any other authorised person who 
uses the Radio Equipment, shall ensure that: 

(a) the station is clearly identifiable at all times; 

(b) the Callsign is transmitted as frequently as is practicable during transmissions, unless the 
specific requirements of Note (g) to the Notes to Schedule 1 of this Licence apply; and 

(c) the Callsign is given in voice or other appropriate format consistent with the mode of operation. 

The licence requires you to make sure your transmissions can be identified to you or your station if 
you are supervising someone else using your callsign. It is left to your common sense to decide 
how often this is. For many years this was stated to be at least every 15 minutes but amateur 
practice has always been to give the callsign rather more frequently but not on every short ‘over’. 

When calling CQ it is necessary to give your callsign for two reasons. Firstly because the Licence 
requires your station to be ‘identifiable at all times’, and secondly because the person answering 
will want to know who you are and you will want to know they are replying to you by including your 
callsign in their reply. 

If you are replying to a CQ call from another station, they will want to know who is calling them, 
and the way to do that is to include your callsign in the reply. 

After a couple of ‘overs’ you need to give your callsign again; others hearing you may be interested 
and you should, just to be sure you indeed are clearly identifiable. Some stations include their 
callsign at the beginning and end of every ‘over’, but the UK Licence does not specifically require 
that. 

If you change frequency, perhaps off a calling channel, you, and the person you are in contact 
with, will be new arrivals on that frequency so it makes sense to identify again. Similarly when you 
change the mode of transmission, FM to SSB for example, you will be ‘new’ to those using that 
mode, so giving your callsign in the new mode seems like a good thing to do. Of course if you are 
operating in accordance with the Band Plan it is quite likely a mode change will also involve a small 
frequency change. However there are ‘all mode’ and digital mode sections where different modes 
may share the same frequency or part of a frequency band. 

The reference to Note (g) to Schedule (1) is included in every Licence but is not relevant at 
Foundation Level as Note (g) only affects amateurs holding a Full licence. 



Page 18: 2c.2 and 2c.3 
replace the entire section as far as 2c.4 with the text below:- 

2c.2 and 2c.3 Recall the requirement to only send messages to other amateurs. 

Recall that secret codes are not permitted. 

11(2) Unless the Radio Equipment is being used for the purposes of clauses 1(2) or 1(3) in the UK: 

(a) Messages sent from the station shall only be addressed to other Amateurs or to the stations of 
those Amateurs; 

(b) Messages sent from the station shall not be encrypted for the purposes of rendering the 
Message unintelligible to other radio spectrum users. 

It is worth noting that clauses 1(2) and 1(3) relate to the use of your station to help out in times of 
emergency, but all we need to know for the Foundation exam is that messages can only be sent to 
other amateurs, not their family and friends. You will probably realise on the course that you can 
operate under supervision and that other amateurs can talk to you. 

To comply with their licence, what they are really doing is sending their messages to the station 
you happen to be using. Similarly, you may talk to another trainee or a non-amateur sending what 
is called a ‘greetings message’. These, however, are fine details that you can read up on after you 
have got your licence. 

Many people think a code is something secret. Here it is not. The Morse code is not secret, it is 
simply a way of replacing words with something that can be transmitted on a very simple 
transmitter, so as to get the message through. 

You will probably hear about ‘Q codes’ as an amateur. They are 3 letter codes, all beginning with 
‘Q’. Each have a special meaning. ‘QSY’, for example, means ‘change frequency’. These codes are 
intended for use on Morse to save the time and effort of spelling out the meaning. They also have 
the advantage that they are international. Foreign amateurs will have a table of the same Q codes, 
but with their meanings written in their own language. 

All the codes have, in common, the aim of making communication easier, not more difficult. 
Amateurs are not allowed to use secret codes or ‘ciphers’ as they are called except in the special 
circumstances in helping a User Service. An example of this might be helping the British Red Cross 
pass messages concerning a patient where the patient’s name and circumstances cannot be 
disclosed on the radio because anyone could be listening. 

Page 30 – Table A 
The 7.1-7.2 MHz band is now allocated on a Primary basis to the amateur service. 

Delete all the existing text in column 2 of row 7.100 – 7.200 (MHz) – “Secondary. Available on …”.  
Insert “Primary” 

Page 30 – Col 2 and 3, Example 1 
Delete existing text and replace with: 

“The 7MHz band extends from 7.00 to 7.20MHz.  The band has Primary status for terrestrial use, 
shown in column 2. For satellite use the portion from 7.00 to 7.10MHz has Primary status but the 
portion from 7.10 to 7.20MHz is not allocated, as shown in column 3.  7.10 to 7.20MHz can only be 
used for terrestrial contacts. 10W of RF power is permitted.” 

 

Text above from: http://rsgb.org/main/blog/publications/books-extra/2011/08/10/foundation-licence-now/  


